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 ARNAB USING THE NAME “REPUBLIC” OR “REPUBLIC TV” FOR HIS PRIVATE TV CHANNEL IS “DIRECT 

BREACH” OF THE EMBLEMS AND NAMES (PREVENTION OF IMPROPER USE) ACT, 1950. 

      
 

By: M.S.Yatnatti: Editor and Video Journalist Bengaluru:: “Republic” or “Republic TV ” both words cannot be used by a private person for commercial venture as one is directly prohibited and another is 

indirectly prohibited ” as it is a “direct breach” of the section  schedule2(a) 3 schedule item 6 and 7 of  Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 .I have asked  PIO and Under Secretary “A”Wing 

Shasthri Building The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, New Delhi :110001 information and reasons under section 4(I) (d) RTI Act for giving the license to popular news anchor Arnab Goswami and 

director to use the name “Republic” or “Republic TV ” as it is a “direct breach” of the section  schedule2(a) 3 schedule item 6 and 7 of  Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and action taken 

report on Dr Swamy’s letter to I&B ministry dated 13-01-2017 and ARG outlier Media Private Limited letter dated 28-01-2017 .Earlier I had asked  The Public Information Officer O/O The Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting, New Delhi  to  provide me information and reasons under section 4(I) (d) RTI Act for giving the license to popular news anchor Arnab Goswami to use the name “Republic”  as it is a “direct 

breach” of the Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and action taken report on Dr Swamy’s letter to I&B ministry dated 13-01-2017 .  Ministry of Information and Broadcasting is   THE 

PUBLIC AUTHORITY under obligation to provide information “PUBLICLY” under section 4(I) (a) (b) (c) (d) RTI Act.RTI is a total problem solving mechanism and poor man’s tool to solve his problems and not 

just record providing tool RTI Act is not just 2(f) .It provides transparency under 2(f) and  4(1) (a) (b) (c) and Accountability under 4(1)  (d). 4(1)  (d) is check on whether public authority function under and as per 

4(1) (a) (b) (c).RTI is a total problem solving mechanism and not just record providing tool.RTI will provide transparency and Accountability and this reduces the corruption. This information and reasons need to be 

provided to me as per Guide on RTI  to Information Act 2005 published by the Government of India Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions Department of Personnel & Training (available here 

:http://rti.gov.in/RTICorner/Guideonrti.pdf) on page 12 and Para 9, following is stated: Providing Reasons for Decisions: The public authorities take various administrative and quasi-judicial decisions which affect 

the interests of certain persons. It is mandatory for the concerned public authority to provide reasons for such decisions to the affected persons. It may be done by using appropriate mode of communication 

.Attention is also invited towards the thread 'Affected Person ' under RTI ACT. In fact, it can be said that "Affected" refers back to an action. The  "Affected Persons" are the ones who are affected by that action. 

The reasons need to be given to affected person and copy of that can be given to me under 2 f of RTI Act. The The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, New Delhi  is THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY under 

obligation to provide information “PUBLICLY” under section 4(1) (a) (b) (c) (d). 

 

        

 

 

Reportedly many have objected to the use of the name “Republic” for a private commercial TV channel. The  Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, has granted the  license to popular 

news anchor Arnab Goswami to use the name “Republic” should be revoked by as it is a “direct breach” of the Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950. Republic is an 

upcoming English-language news and current affairs television channel based in Mumbai, India. The channel is being launched by Arnab Goswami on 26 January 2017. Republic will be a 

global media venture.Goswami had announced his resignation from news channel TimesNow on November 1, after which there were reports that he would launch Republic as his new 

venture. He formally introduced the channel earlier in January 2017. Reports suggest the channel will start airing before the crucial Uttar Pradesh elections in the first quarter of 2017. Arnab 

Goswami’s Republic is flirting with sacred and constitutionally enshrined emblems and names at a time when such symbols of nationalism mean much more than the citizens themselves. How 

is it that Arnab Goswami gets to toy with “Republic”, when others cannot even interpret nationalism and patriotism as a critical engagement with the nation? Why do the clearances, which 

usually take many months, if not years, happen at the escape velocity of Jupiter (Capital), when it concerns Goswami’s “independent media venture” that has a BJP MP – Rajeev 

Chandrasekhar – and his proxy companies as investors? Few media experts want to save people from Goswami or his sad brand of journalism he has unleashed on Indian public  based on a 

decade of shouting, screaming and browbeating people into submission. 

Reportedly it happening, the most awaited “independent media venture” that is the vehicle for Goswami  is running into choppy waters. The source of turbulence reportedly is called 

Subramanian Swamy, an old Goswami-baiter, who has sent a letter to the Union ministry of information and broadcasting (I&B) saying that the name “Republic” is prohibited under the 

Emblems and Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 for “professional and commercial purposes”. Reportedly The “letter bomb” sent by Swamy, a BJP Rajya Sabha MP himself 

who’s known for his no-holds-barred take on everything under the sun, is sure to raise legal hackles for Arnab Goswami’s oddly-named Republic. While we have already wondered if 

Goswami is also launching “Parliament” and “Supreme Court” as adjunct infotaintment channels, Swamy’s allegations are much too serious to escape legal and discursive scrutiny. Here’s the 

significant second paragraph from Swamy’s letter to I&B ministry:“It may be noticed that certain names and emblems are prohibited from being used under the Emblems and Names 

(Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950, for professional and commercial purposes. As per the schedule accompanying the statute, under Item 6, there is an express prohibition from using the 

phrase “Republic”. Hence, the grant of license to a news channel to broadcast under the name of “Republic” will be contrary to law and direct breach of the Emblems and Names (Prevention 

of Improper Use) Act, 1950.”Goswami shot to fame for his daily prime time debate show ‘The News Hour’ that is reported to bring in over 60 per cent revenue for the news channel and has a 

dedicated audience base across the country. He also conducts detailed interviews with politicians, sportspersons and celebrities on ‘Frankly Speaking’. Because of Goswami’s primetime 

appearance, Times Now has been able to sideline a lot of the older players in the English new space. This success had led to Arnab Goswami being promoted as President, News, of Times Now 

and ET Now..He resigned after working at the top for 10 years at Times Now. Goswami started his career at The Telegraph in Kolkata. Within a year, in 1995, he joined NDTV where he was 

one of the more prominent faces along with Vikram Chandra and Rajdeep Sardesai. He later joined Times Now as its Editor-in-Chief in 2006. He was known for bringing his own unique style 

of TV journalism into India. Often criticised for being judgmental on his news show, Arnab has a dedicated viewer base of people who love his direct interrogative style of debates, and also 

http://rti.gov.in/RTICorner/Guideonrti.pdf
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those who hate him. Exactly a month after his last show on Times Now, senior journalist Arnab Goswami has announced that his new venture would be called Republic. Goswami had 

resigned from Times Now on November 1. Rahul Shivshankar has since taken over as Editor In Chief of the news channel Times Now. 

Does Arnab Goswami’s upcoming news channel, Republic, have the potential to succeed in global markets? While foreign policy experts remain optimistic about an international news 

channel from India, the former Times Now anchor faces tough questions on saturated markets and editorial autonomy. Reportedlyb “There is some scope for optimism with respect to a global 

news channel from India given the size of the Indian diaspora, the country’s growing weight as a political, economic and cultural power and its history as a democracy,” . “However, there are 

considerable obstacles to making it a profitable operation,” opine media experts.According to media experts Internationally, over the past decade there has been a growing trend of big state-

run media from emerging economies such as China, Russia and Venezuela reaching out to the foreign audience in multiple countries. Many of these mammoth media networks such as China 

Global Television Network (CGTN, formerly called CCTV 9) and RT News (formerly Russia TV) exist primarily to extend the public diplomacy aim of their governments.The traditional 

wisdom was that an Indian global news channel would have an edge in coveted international markets like the US than the big media from countries such as China and Russia, given that our 

private media were perceived in foreign shores as free and independent.However, as the Republic promotes itself as a global channel the big question is: How would a privately-run news 

channel from India survive in saturated international markets that already have established players such as CGTN, RT News, Telesur and the Al Jazeera - not to mention global behemoths 

like the CNN and BBC.    

As media markets became crowded with newer players and multiple digital news platforms over the past decade, even reputed networks like the BBC struggled to make profits.“It is 

impossible to survive in world markets without state support because an international venture needs massive investment and profits are difficult,” .Russia’s RT News, which runs Spanish and 

Arabic services along with RT America and RT UK networks, for instance, is supported by president Putin’s government. France 24, which currently offers services in English, French and 

Arabic, too is funded by the government. In recent past, just before Goswami announced Republic, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India too needs a “world-class” media to 

propagate its views like other big countries.But the financial resources necessary for a global news channel still remain sky-high by Indian standards. For instance, in 2009 the Chinese 

government invested 8.7 billion USD to step up the global expansion of its state-run media outlets such as the Xinhua News Agency and the Global Times newspaper that has English and 

Chinese editions.An Indian news channel, a late-comer in the international arena, would have to match the state-of-the-art infrastructure and expertise of established players such as Al 

Jazeera, funded by the Emir of Qatar, and Beijing’s CGTN.  The state-run Chinese network offers a bouquet of channels including the flagship CGTN English, CGTN America, services in 

French, Spanish, Arabic and Russian as well as exclusive documentary channels that flaunt superior production value.According to media experts in the past Singh’s UPA government 

reportedly expressed an interest in a global channel with Doordarshan but the project did not work out due to the paucity of funds. There were also talks at the time of NDTV entering into a 

partnership with the government for an international news channel but the plan didn’t see the light of the day.India’s private news groups such as Zee TV, which are more used to the 

domestic market than international ones, also remain lacking in the training and expertise needed to operate in global media centres. Zee’s global channel, World Is One News (WION), which 

promised to beam in 34 countries at the time of its launch last year, struggled to hire international staff and so far failed to create a buzz.Whereas, global networks like CGTN works with 

reporting teams in 70 countries and has centres in Beijing, Washington DC and Nairobi.To carve out a niche in crowded global markets what remains essential is a refreshing editorial 

perspective and autonomy, say experts.While the tightly-controlled Chinese state-run news media are often subject to criticism for presenting Beijing’s position on key foreign policy issues, in 

recent times, news outlets such as the CGTN attempted to report local news in a straight forward fashion in many African markets, moving away from overt state propaganda. However, 

reportedly the upcoming Republic has already raised eyebrows at home by drawing Rajeev Chandrashekhar, Rajya Sabha MP and a member of the Kerala unit of the NDA, as one of its key 

investors. 

Citizens can force every PA to create information every day strictly as per the system and procedure as per listed Acts and rules regulations listed under 4(1) (a) (b) (c) every day and that can 

be cross cheeked by applicant by asking reasons under 4(1) (d) by the affected person and copy of the same can be given to any applicant under 2( f)  of RTI Act .Promote transparency and 

accountability in the working of every public authority. Policy on Prevention, Detection, and Remediation of Fraud and Corruption by government is must and a major element of good 

governance is the control of corruption. For that reason, controlling corruption has been a key indicator. Good governance is a keystone of government. UPA government has given you RTI 

Act: Use It optimally :All opposition parties should use RTI optimally .Let they create booth wise RTI activists among their members or cadets and give them training and set of questions and 

gather that booth level information to perform better as opposition parties .Prime Minister should listen to opposition parties as they are voice of 66% voters. All responsible citizens should 

send RTI Question to each MP and each Minister and Prime Minister and get to know every day what they are doing and what they are performing and keep check on their performances and 

give them clear indication that India is awakened and want responsible Government which listens citizens.. All 70 MLAs and 543 MPs are public servants : After election are over all MLAs 

are public servants and they are MLA for all the constituency .All MLAs should chalk out their plans for development of their constituencies irrespective of who voted for them or who is not 

voted for them . THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005 is an Act to provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information for citizens to secure access to information 

under the control of public authorities, in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority.RTI Act provides transparency under Section 3 and  4(1) 

(a) (b) (c) and 2(f) of RTI Act 2005 and accountability under 4(1) (d) RTI Act 2005 as the PA will create information; or to interpret information; or to solve the problems raised by the 

applicants under the system and procedure as per listed Acts and rules regulations listed under 4(1) (a) (b) (c) every day and that can be cross cheeked by applicant by asking reasons under 

4(1) (d) by the affected person and copy of the same can be given to any applicant under 2( f)  of RTI Act .RTI is a total problem solving mechanism and not just record providing tool.RTI will 

provide transparency under  4(1) (a) (b) (c)  and 2(f) of RTI Act  2005 every day and Accountability can be ensured under 4(1) (a) (b) (c)  (d) and 2(f) of RTI Act 2005  and this will reduces the 

corruption in every public authority . RTI Act is an Act to provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of 

public authorities, in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority. The information under RTI Act is defined in, Section 2(f) of the RTI Act, 

which defines "information" under this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- .(f) "information" means any material in any form, including records, documents, memos, e- mails, 

opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any electronic form and information relating to any private 

body which can be accessed by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force;". This act can be called as the “law of transparency and accountability” which acts as the 

citizen’s weapon to question and get information related to the government’s functioning so that they can analyze its performance, and act accordingly.Information is essential for the efficient 

working of journalists and thus, the Right to Information (RTI) Act is one of the most useful legislations for a journalist. The RTI Act has two basic divisions the first requiring public officials 

to suo moto publish information pertaining to their departments and the second enabling the public to access information from a public office. The official documentary proof can be obtained 

by simply filing an application with a fee of Rs. 10.Under Section 2 (j) (ii) of the Act, the applicant can ask for certified copies of the documents or records. This certified copy of the document 

giving information can be admitted in the Court as Secondary Evidence. Note that under the RTI Act, the right to information includes the right to inspection of work, documents and 

records; taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents or records; and taking certified samples of material held by the public authority or held under the control of the public 

authority. A citizen has a right to obtain information from a public authority in any relevant form including in the form of diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cassettes or in any other electronic 

mode or through print-outs provided such information is already stored in a computer or in any other device from which the information may be e-mailed or transferred to diskettes etc.RTI, 

one of the few weapons the common man has in his fight against the high and mighty, citizens have  unlimited powers under RTI Act 2005.Every PA  must understand that "information" is 

not created in “Paraloka” or “Swargaloka” or in “CIC “or “SIC” which will be given by PA under Section 2(f) of the RTI Act.It is PA which creates the information every day 4(1) (a) (b) (c) 

and the "information" in  any form, including records, documents, memos, e- mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, 

data material held in any electronic form need to be created as per 4(1) (a) (b) (c) reasons under 4(1) (a) (b) (c) (d) need to be given by PA to  the affected person and copy of the same can be 

given to any applicant under 2( f)  of RTI Act  .The PA should be forced to function and create information strictly as per under 4(1) (a) (b) (c) on the applications and request of public and 

provide it under 2(f) of RTI Act and information should not be incomplete misleading and false  and public is free to check accountability under 4(1) (d) RTI Act 2005.The Right to 

Information (RTI) Act is one of the most important tools that can empower the common man, it had become imperative to fight against corruption for the effective functioning of the three 

pillars of democracy — legislature, executive and judiciary. The three pillars of democracy had been included in the ambit of the RTI Act and people should make use of the provisions of the 

Act to bring down corruption. There was a need to create awareness among people on the wide range of powers enshrined in the RTI Act. The educated sections of society must take active 

part in the fight against injustice and use the provisions of the RTI Act to protect the rights of the people. 

 

 

CONSULTANCY HELP LINE 

You may have problems with Government Departments PWD, BDA, BMRDA, KIADB, TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENTS AND Development Authorities BBMP, Taluka office, 

D.C. Office, Corporation, K.S.R.T.C., Commercial Tax Offices, K.E.B., Pension problems, Acquisitions of Land Problems , Khata, Bifurcation, Tax Revision. Banks Problems etc, 

which may be have been pending for months, and years in Government files etc. 

Everybody is facing Problems, Problems? 

 

Kindly write to us, we analyze and convince our selves and if appropriate then we will take your problems, to concerned authorities, ministries, i.e., through our news paper property 

politics and try to help you. We also provide consultancy and Liaison service on case to case bases as per agreed terms and fees. Write your problems with Xerox copies, 

 

M.S.Yatnatti , Editor and Video Journalist Consultant  Mobile: 9945116476   E-Mail: msyatnatti@yahoo.com    propertypolitics@gmail.com 


