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DC CARES TWO HOOTS TO “KAT” ORDER IN RESPECT OF DALITS 

SC/ST GRANTED LAND IN BENGALURU 

     
By: M.S.Yatnatti: Editor and Video Journalist Bangaluru : Reportedly Denial of justice to dalits (scheduled castes) and adivasis (scheduled tribes) and violence directed at them continues in 

India today despite official policies and declarations to the contrary. Considerable physical violence is inflicted on members of these deprived and marginalised communities as substantiated 

by official reports. Policing, far from being ‘the professional imposition of a coherent moral consensus on society’ is an intensely political activity with policemen often facilitating and 

participating in the violence not just against these two communities but against minorities, other weaker sections and women.   

The political environment is characterized by indifference to the plight of the dalits; meagre space for social justice issues in the manifestos of political parties; poor debate on such issues in 

the national and state legislatures. The political insensitivity to atrocities against dalits is reflected in the reluctance to discipline the bureaucracy for its failure to implement the law fairly and 

objectively. The excesses of the police machinery and others are condoned or ignored to maintain the morale of the forces. The findings of a plethora of reports are not taken seriously by the 

political elites. Relief and rehabilitation measures are adopted indifferently or not at all. 

The increasing violence against dalits and adivasis was attributed by the 28th report of the Commissioner for SCs and STs (1986): Unresolved disputes over allotment of government land or 

distribution of surplus land. Tension over non-payment or underpayment of minimum wages. Backlash against increasing awareness among SC/STs of their rights and privileges under the 

Constitution and other laws.   

Bengaluru DC is under cloud .Once the land is granted as per rules it cannot be withdrawn on whims and fancies of vested interests . Special Deputy commissioner Bangalore urban district 

cares two hoots to the order of KAT. The fact of the matter is that 15 SC/ST families were allotted land by Government as early as in 1979.With one pretext or the other the matter is dragged 

for years despite the matter is twice settled by KAT in favor of allottees .The allottees are poor and vested interests are standing in the way in taking possession of the land which legally belong 

to them .Therefore it is duty of Deputy commissioner Special Deputy commissioner Assistant commissioner and the officers down the line to ensure that they physically put to possession of 

lands .Since the government and KAT issued directions no compliance was made by Deputy commissioner Special Deputy commissioner Assistant commissioner and the officers down the line. 

Special Deputy commissioner has not taken any action  on KAT order in 608/2005 and 798 to 811/2005 dated 17-08-2009 LND.CR(S) 69/97-98 which was remanded back to Special Deputy 

Commissioner Bangalore urban district for grant of land to ST/ST applicants and Saguvali chit holders In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village Kengeri Hobli Bangalore South Taluka after fresh enquiry 

and demarcation of land by Special Deputy Commissioner Bangalore.Special Deputy commissioner has not taken any action for demarcating 119 acres of forest land In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval 

Village Kengeri Hobli Bangalore South Taluka which was given to forest department as per order No G 4907/10/FT 154-4 dated 14-12-9135 which includes buffer zone on each side of land as no 

extra land can be claimed by forest department as buffer zone  . (S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village extent is  more than 243 acres). 

I have asked  Special Deputy commissioner to provide me the information and reasons Under section 4(1) (d) of RTI Act for not demarcating the land In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village 

Kengeri Hobli Bangalore South Taluka for 102 acres which was granted to 18 persons and they are in possession and enjoyments .I have asked  Special Deputy commissioner to provide me 

the  information and reasons Under section 4(1) (d) of RTI Act for not demarcating the land In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village Kengeri Hobli Bangalore South Taluka for 43 acres 24 guntas -3 

acres 3 guntas utilized for road= 40 acres  acres which was granted to Thimmaiah and 19 other  persons and they have Saguvali chits and their names appear in RTC they are in possession 

and enjoyments . KAT orders in page 19 suggest that at least 2 acres or 3 acres can be given possession instead of 4 acres and totally denying the possession as per grant. I have asked  Special 

Deputy commissioner to provide me  the information and reasons Under section 4(1) (d) of RTI Act for not demarcating 119 acres of forest land In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village Kengeri Hobli 

Bangalore South Taluka ( out of 221.24 acres on record but actually measures more than 240.15 acres) which was given to forest department as per order No G 4907/10/FT 154-4 dated 14-12-9135 

which includes buffer zone on each side of land as no extra land can be claimed by forest department as buffer zone  .I have asked  Special Deputy commissioner to provide me  the 

information and reasons Under section 4(1) (d) of RTI Act for not demarcating the land after  accurate survey with modern technology and satellite survey In S.No 85 of  B.M Kaval Village 

Kengeri Hobli Bangalore South Taluka demarcating the boundary lines for each grantee..This information and reasons need to be provided to me as per Guide on RTI  to Information Act 2005 

published by the Government of India Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions Department of Personnel & Training (available here :http://rti.gov.in/RTICorner/Guideonrti.pdf) 

on page 12 and Para 9, following is stated: Providing Reasons for Decisions: The public authorities take various administrative and quasi-judicial decisions which affect the interests of certain 

persons. It is mandatory for the concerned public authority to provide reasons for such decisions to the affected persons. It may be done by using appropriate mode of communication 

.Attention is also invited towards the thread 'affected person ' under rti act.In fact, it can be said that "Affected" refers back to an action. The  "Affected Persons" are the ones who are 

affected by that action. The reasons need to be given to affected person and copy of that can be given to me under 2 f of RTI Act. The UDD is THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY under obligation to 

provide information “PUBLICLY” under section 4(1) (a) (b) (c) (d). The DC  office is THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY under obligation to provide information “PUBLICLY” under section 4(1) 

(a) (b) (c) (d). (Relevant documents are enclosed with this RTI Application for your perusal. 

Very often in tracing of title, especially relating to agricultural land, we find that the land in question is a granted land. In this article an attempt is made to explain the meaning of the term 

and the conditions and restrictions attached to it. Generally, in Karnataka, land has been granted by the government to agriculturists under various enactments from time to time. The 

enactment prevailing as on date is the Karnataka Land Grant Rules, 1969.Under the rules, land may be granted by the government for agricultural purposes to any person who has attained 

the age of majority, with a gross annual income not exceeding Rs.8000 and who is a bona fide agriculturist cultivating the land personally or has a bona fide intention of taking up cultivation. 

Persons who own more than four hectares of garden or wetland or more than eight hectares of dry or rain-fed wetland are ineligible.These rules provide that at least 50 per cent of land shall 

be granted to persons belonging to Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes, 10 per cent for ex-servicemen and soldiers, five for backward tribes, 10 per cent for political sufferers and 25 per 

cent for others. Under the category of “others,” priority shall be given first to landless persons residing in the village in which the land is situated, then to persons holding an insufficient extent 

of land in the same village followed by landless persons residing in other villages in the same or adjacent taluk and thereafter to others. 

Permission needed:The grantee shall not alienate the land for a period of 15 years from the date of grant. However, the rules also provide that the grantee may alienate land after a period of 

five years subject to obtaining permission from the Deputy Commissioner and on such conditions as may be specified by the Deputy Commissioner. The other conditions which are imposed 

include:The land shall be brought under cultivation by the grantee within three years from the date of taking possession The grantee shall cultivate the land personally.In case of land granted 

to SC/ST, even after the expiry of 15 years from the date of grant, permission should be obtained from the State Government before such land is transferred by the grantee under the 

provisions of Section 4 of the Karnataka Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prohibition of Transfer of Certain Lands) Act, 1978. 

Government granted land to farmers in 1979 and issued saguvali chit still entries continued in RTC legally . The relevant provision is to be found in Rule 43-A(3) of the Mysore Land Revenue 

Rules which reads as follows: " "Every grant of land under Sub-rule (1) shall be subject to the conditions:- (i) where the grant is made free of cost, that the land granted shall not be alienated 

for a period of fifteen years from the date of the grant; or (ii) where the grant is made for an upset price, that the land granted shall not be alienated for a period of ten years from the date of 

the grant; that all these grantees were invested with possession anterior to the grand of lands made on 11-2-1960 . The Thasildars need to  effect the mutation entry in favour of the saguvali 

chit holder which is issued after land grant as per Mysore Land Revenue Rules and it is pertinent to note that grant is made to the persons .Revenue Minister Srinivas Prasad has said that the 

State government has set March 2016 as the deadline for correcting discrepancies which have crept in the 1.61 crore records of Rights, Tenancy and Crops (RTC) in the State. 

Computerization of the RTCs had not solved the problem and mistakes may have crept in during data entry. “As per the information available with the State government, there are defects in 

more than 50 per cent of the records,” Mr. Prasad said. Instructions have been issued to set right these defects during Revenue Adalats held in the districts and to reach out to individual 

houses of farmers.The revenue department did Bhoomi project but still many anomalies are left in computerized RTC .  

I do not find any ambiguity in the wordings of this Rule. The plain meaning apparent from the Rule is that where the grant is free of cost, the land shall not be alienated for a period of fifteen 

years commencing from the date of the grant; but if it is a grant at an upset price, then it shall not be alienated for a period of ten years commencing from the date of the grant. The Rule is not 

http://rti.gov.in/RTICorner/Guideonrti.pdf
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obviously capable of the meaning that the date of commencement of the prohibition is on the date of taking possession of the land by the grantee. This is obviously so because the expression 

'possession' or taking possession has not been employed in this Rule at all. The Rule has to be read in the form in which it exists and nothing extraneous could be imported into it nor anything 

taken away from the Rule. For the first time the word 'possession' is used in the Land Grant Rules only in 1969 Amendment Rules. I, therefore, cannot accept the contention that the 

prohibition commences with effect from the date of the possession or from the date of issue of the Saguvali Chit and not from the date of the grant of land.( 
http://indiankanoon.org/doc/445548/). 

The grant of the land is subject to the conditions detailed in the Saguvali Chit. Whereas the grants were made under the Mysore Land Revenue Rules which came into force on 6-7-1955, the 

Saguvali Chits were issued in respect of the grant made relating to the lands under the Mysore Land Revenue (Amendment) Rules, 1960 In so far as the Saguvaii Chits issued under the 1960 

Rules are concerned, there was a prohibition on alienation for a period of 15 years irrespective of the question whether the grant was made at an upset price or free of cost. But the 1960 Rules 

carne into force with effect from 3-5-1960. The plain meaning apparent from the Rule is that where the grant is free of cost, the land shall not be alienated for a period of fifteen years 

commencing from the date of the grant; but if it is a grant at an upset price, then it shall not be alienated for a period of ten years commencing from the date of the grant. The Rule is not 

obviously capable of the meaning that the date of commencement of the prohibition is on the date of taking possession of the land by the grantee. This is obviously so because the expression 

'possession' or taking possession has not been employed in this Rule at all. The Rule has to be read in the form in which it exists and nothing extraneous could be imported into it nor anything 

taken away from the Rule. For the first time the word 'possession' is used in the Land Grant Rules only in 1969 Amendment Rules. Another important aspect which requires to  

Darkahst lands: (8) (a) Every grant of land under sub-rule (1) shall be subject to the condition(i) Where the grant is made free of cost, that the land granted shall not be alienated for a period 

of fifteen years from the date of the grant; or(ii) Where the grant is made for an upset price or for reduced upset price, the land granted shall not be alienated for a period of ten years from 

the date of the grant:Provided that nothing in this sub-rule shall apply to(i) the alienation of any land in favour of the Govern¬ment or a co-operative society as security for loans obtained for 

improvement of the land or for buying cattle or agricultural implements for the culti¬vation of the land ; or(ii) the leasing of any land by a person who is a widow, a minor or who is subject to 

physical or mental disability.(b) If the provisions of clause (a) are contravened the land granted may be summarily resumed by the Government and such land shall vest in the Government 

free from all encumbrances and neither the grantee nor the alienee, if any, shall be entitled to any compensation. 

ABSTRACT OF THE KARNATAKA SCHEDULE CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBES (PROHIBITION OF TRANSFER OF CERTAIN LANDS) ACT, 1978:Section3.(1)(b) granted land means 

any land granted by the Government to a person belonging to any of the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes and includes land allotted or granted to such person under the relevant law 

for the time being in force relating to agrarian reforms as land ceilings or abolition of inams, other than that relating to hereditary offices or rights and the word granted shall be construed 

accordingly.Section3.(1)(e) Transfer means a sale, gift, exchange, mortgage (with or without possession), lease or any other transaction not being a partition among members of a family or a 

testamentary disposition and includes the creation of a charge or an agreement to sell, exchange, mortgage or lease or enter int Section4. Prohibition of transfer of granted lands. (1) 

Notwithstanding anything in any law, agreement, contract or instrument, any transfer of a granted land made either before or after the commencement of this Act, in contravention of the 

terms of the grant of such land or the law providing for such grant, or subsection (2) shall be null and void and no right, title or interest in such land shall be conveyed nor be deemed ever to 

have conveyed by such transfer.(2) No person shall, after the commencement of this Act, transfer or acquire by transfer any granted land without the previous permission of the 

Government.(3) The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) shall apply also to the sale of any land in execution of a decree or order of a civil court or of any award or order of any other 

authority.Section6. Prohibition of registration of transfer of granted lands. Notwithstanding anything in the Registration Act, 1908, on or after the commencement of this Act, no registering 

officer shall accept for registration any document relating to the transfer of, or to the creation of any interest in, any granted land included in a list of granted lands furnished to the registering 

officer except where such transfer is in accordance with this Act or the terms of the grant of such land or the law providing for such grant.Section 7 : Exemption : Nothing in this Act shall 

apply to the transfer of granted lands in favour of the Government the Central Government, a local authority or a bank either before or after the commencement of this Act.o any other 

transaction. Therefore, the provisions of the SC/ST Act should be read along with the Land Grant Rules and the condition of non-alienation imposed by the Government. 

The Supreme Court in Manche Gowda's case, upheld the constitutionality of the SC/ST Act that the said Act was made by the State for the benefit of the members of the SC and ST, who are 

recognised as backward citizens and weaker section of the community and to protect their economic and educational interest and also to protect them from social injustices and all forms of 

exploitation. The Supreme Court also observed that the conditions regarding prohibition of transfer of granted land had been introduced in the interests of the grantees for the purpose of 

upkeep of the grants and for preventing the economically dominant sections of the Society from depriving the grantees who belong to the weaker sections, of the people of their enjoyment and 

possession of these lands and for safeguarding their interests against any exploitation by the richer sections in regard to the enjoyment and possession of the granted lands essentially for their 

benefit. In what could be termed as a landmark decision on restriction on transfer of certain lands, the High Court of Karnataka on Tuesday ruled that criminal cases be booked against 

persons intentionally selling land allotted to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The Division Bench comprising Chief Justice J S Khehar and Justice H G Ramesh said there had been an 

increase in the number of instances of selling the land allotted to SC/STs, despite the knowledge of the bar on sale of such land. “The Karnataka Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

(Prohibition of Transfer of Certain Lands) Act, 1978 imposes a ban on transfer of land allotted to SC/STs. However, the allottees have been selling land despite full knowledge of the law. They 

later give a statement before the authority concerned that they were unaware of the restriction on transfer and reclaim the land only to sell it to others,” the Bench noted. There had been a 

spurt in the number of victims approaching the High Court after losing both land and money, it said. 

Bhoomi (meaning land) is the project of on-line delivery and management of land records in Karnataka. It provides transparency in land records management with better citizen services and 

takes discretion away from civil servants at operating levels.The Revenue Department in Karnataka, with the technical assistance from National Informatics Centre (NIC), Bangalore, has 

built and operationalised the BHOOMI system throughout the state. The BHOOMI has computerized 20 million records of land ownership of 6.7 million farmers in the state. BHOOMI has 

reduced the discretion of public officials by introducing provisions for recording a mutation request online.  

 

Farmers can now access the database and are empowered to follow up. In the BHOOMI project, a printed copy of the RTC can be obtained online by providing the name of the owner or plot 

number at computerized land record kiosks in 177 taluk offices, for a fee of Rs.15. A second computer screen faces the clients to enable them to see the transaction being performed. A farmer 

can check the status of a mutation application on Touch Screen Kiosks. If the revenue inspector does not complete the mutation within 45 days, a farmer can now approach a senior officer 

person with their griveance.  

 

Now, mutation requests are being handled strictly on a first-come-first-served basis eliminating preferential treatment and discretionary powers of the civil servants. Operators of the 

computerized system are made accountable for their decisions and actions by using a bio-login system that authenticates every Login through a thumbprint. A log is maintained of all 

transactions in a session. The new system has brought about a sea change in the way land records are maintained and administered in the state. The system has not only simplified the process 

of record keeping but has also provided many collateral benefits. This governance model has proven to be financially self-sustainable.  

 

It has become a trendsetter for e-Governance projects in the state as well as other parts of the country. In the next phase of BHOOMI, the ‘LAND RECORDS ON WEB’ has be established 

wherein, all the taluk databases are getting uploaded to a web-enabled central database so as to allow the private agencies to set up the village – level kiosk to download the land records 

documents at the village and issue to the farmers. In this Private Public Participation (PPP) model, all the stakeholders will be benefited in land records delivery. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CONSULTANCY HELP LINE 
 

You may have problems with Government Departments PWD, BDA, BMRDA, KIADB, TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENTS AND Development Authorities BBMP, Taluka office, 
D.C. Office, Corporation, K.S.R.T.C., Commercial Tax Offices, K.E.B., Pension problems, Acquisitions of Land Problems , Khata, Bifurcation, Tax Revision. Banks Problems etc, 
which may be have been pending for months, and years in Government files etc. 

Everybody is facing Problems, Problems? 
Kindly write to us, we analyze and convince our selves and if appropriate then we will take your problems, to concerned authorities, ministries, i.e., through our  Property 
Politics Daily News Portal and try to help you. We also provide consultancy and Liaison service on case to case bases as per agreed terms and fees. Write your problems 
with Xerox copies, 

 

M.S.Yatnatti , Editor and Video Journalist and Consultant  Mobile: 9945116476 E-Mail: msyatnatti@yahoo.com    propertypolitics@gmail.com 
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