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CROWDFUNDING SITES FOR SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS IF MONEY IS THE ONLY 

THING STOPPING YOU FROM DOING SOMETHING GOOD IN THE WORLD 

                

By : M.S.Yatnatti: Editor and Video Journalist Bengaluru : Digital fund raising but you need to follow fundraising rules and regulations if they are applicable to your type of fundraising . If you think money is the 

only thing stopping you from doing something good in the world, stop waiting and start doing some good! Nothing better symbolizes entrepreneurship than fundraising.  Social entrepreneurs are no different.  Today, 

there are a host of on-line resources for crowd funding that social entrepreneurs can use to fund their projects, films, books, and social ventures.  Today, I’ll briefly profile few of them . All of these sites are making 

great things happen for real people every day, advancing the arts, entrepreneurship and philanthropy in myriad ways.  Check them all out and decide which one is the best for you. Note that in general, the tax 

deductibility of donations made on these sites is determined by the tax status of the organization to which you donate and not by the crowdfunding site used. Check with your tax accountant if you have questions 

before you make a donation or equity .While almost all the media attention for crowdfunding sites goes to mega platforms like Kickstarter and Indiegogo, there are hundreds of other crowdfunding and fundraising 

websites to meet your campaign goal. Understanding the fees and unique features at each will help you take full advantage of the boom in alternative funding.You see, there’s so much more to successful crowdfunding 

than hopping on a site with lots of traffic. It’s about finding that crowd that is going to be interested in supporting your project. You can google for updated list of  crowdfunding platforms and fundraising websites with a 

list of sites and crowdfunding resources to help you raise money online. Besides fees and the types of projects allowed on these crowdfunding sites, pay attention to which categories seem to do the best on the site and 

which resource tools you can use to make your campaign go smoothly.If a fundraising site has a forum or some type of community, spend some time to see if it leans toward any particular category or demographic. 

This will give you an idea of the kind of audience you can expect from the site and how appropriate it is for your campaign. 

https://blog.fundly.com/crowdfunding-websites/  and Kickstarter.com:  Kickstarter is the 800 pound gorilla in crowdfunding, originally designed and built for creative arts, many technology entrepreneurs now use 

the site, some reporting to have raised millions of dollars.  The Kickstarter funding model is an all-or-nothing model.  You set a goal for your raise; if your raise exceeds the goal, you keep all the money, otherwise 

your supporters don’t pay and you don’t get anything.  This protects supporters from some of the risk of your running out of money before your project is completed. StartSomeGood.com:  StartSomeGood, which I 

used to raise some money for my book, Your Mark On The World, is great for early-stage social good projects that are not (yet) 501(c)(3) registered nonprofits.   StartSomeGood uses a unique ―tipping point‖ model 

for fundraising, allowing you to set a funding goal and a lower ―tipping point‖ at which your project can minimally proceed and where you will collect the money you raise. Indiegogo.com:  Indiegogo allows you to 

raise money for absolutely anything, using an optional ―keep what you raise‖ model with higher fees or pay less to use an all-or-nothing funding approach. Rockethub.com:  Rockethub is also a broad platform 

targeting ―artists, scientists, entrepreneurs, and philanthropists‖ on their site, using a keep-what-you-raise model that rewards you for hitting your funding goal (or penalizes you for failing to hit it). Pozible.com: 

 Pozible, run from Australia, has a global platform for all types of projects, emphasizing ―creative projects and ideas‖ and specifically precludes fundraising for charities.   Pozible operates with an all-or-nothing 

funding model. Causes.com:  Causes is designed specifically for 501(c)(3) registered nonprofits to raise money.  The fees are low and all donors on the site understand that all of the contributions will be tax 

deductible.  Causes is widely used to launch ―action‖ campaigns, like boycotts, petitions and pledges rather than fundraising campaigns. Razoo.com:  Razoo boasts that it has now helped 14,000 causes raise over $100 

million.  This site is exclusively for social good causes but is not limited to 501(c)(3), using a keep-what-you-raise model, charging just 2.9% of money raised.  Crowdrise.com:  Crowdrise is a site for 501(c)(3) charities 

to raise money, with the novelty being that anyone can sign up to volunteer to launch a fundraising campaign for a charity already registered on the site.  Everyone can instantly become a social entrepreneur for a 

cause they believe in. 

Every body faces unique and distinct problem .People are faced with a ―problem‖ as we begin to look it. And these are typically not just any problems that we in the consulting field call ―opportunities‖ or try to give 

a positive spin through the appreciative inquiry lens. No, these are WICKED problems! These are problems so paradoxical that we see no way out. Wicked Problems. A wicked problem is a social or cultural problem 

that is difficult or impossible to solve for as many as four reasons: incomplete or contradictory knowledge, the number of people and opinions involved, the large economic burden, and the interconnected nature of 

these problems with other problems. Einstein said, ―If I were informed the world was in danger of coming to an end in 60 seconds, I would spend the first 59 seconds formulating the question and the 60th second 

solving for it.‖. Essentially, Einstein is saying—make sure you’re solving the right problem by focusing on the true concerns and constraints. Dig deep, often our first reaction is not really the right question to be 

asking. Ask ―why‖ five times. If we are not answering the right problem, we are wasting energy for something that is not going to produce results. A good problem statement describes an unfavorable condition that 

prevents a goal or objective from being achieved. A good problem statement includes: the problem or defect, the magnitude of the event (how often it occurs), the location where it occurs, and how important the 

problem is (use metrics!). Problems don’t occur in a vacuum; often they represent various issues culminating at one time. We call this, the perfect storm!In this step, your team will analyze all the concerns and issues 

feeding into the problem statement. 

Look at the problem from all angles. Gather data. Consider: resources (people, technology, dollars, time, etc.), perceptions (stakeholders, leadership, customers, employees, etc.), communication needs (internal and 

external), your culture, the overall environment (strengths, opportunities, and threats), and your organization’s current vision, mission, goals, and core values. Brainstorm solutions as this is the fun part. Now that 

you have all the needed data— solve it! You have the right problem statement written, have identified impacts, the issues are transparent, so go to it!  Creativity counts here. Brainstorm as many ideas and steps 

needed to right your problem. Quantity of ideas count, not quality at first. Don’t do this alone—you need more than just your brainpower. Next, narrow down the solution(s) to the ones that make the problem not so 

wicked and scary, and develop your plan of attack. Test your solution(s): Even our best ideas and solutions need the ―gut check.‖Once the solution is firm and your plan is in place, test it—experiment with it before 

you fully launch. Conduct a focus group with impacted stakeholders and ask them for feedback, undergo a peer review of the idea, talk to a neutral person or trusted colleague, or launch a small pilot to see if the 

problem shrinks or goes away. If you’re off track, this test phase will save your reputation, your budget, and resources! One caution: these  steps are not necessarily consecutive steps. For example, when you analyze 

the issues , you may find you forgot a stakeholder or that the problem statement needs to be refined. When you test your solution, you may need to go back and gather more data to analyze or brainstorm a different 

solution set. The bigger issue when using these  steps is to ensure each step is conducted and no steps are missed. 

 

Unless you’ve been living in a remote island for the last few years, you’ve heard about crowdfunding or stories of people raising thousands or millions of  dollars online.In fact, there’s been so much chatter out there 

about crowdfunding that people love to throw out the line ―yeah, I’ve heard there are something like 500 crowdfunding sites.‖ As the CEO of equity crowdfunding platform Crowdfunder.com, I see the industry from 

an inside view. And while hundreds of would-be sites may have popping up, only a few of them have real communities and meaningful funding successes under their belt. Some of the most interesting developments in 

crowdfunding, which are expected to grow in the months and years ahead, include: investment crowdfunding (becoming a shareholder in a company), localization (funding focused on participants in specific cities 

and neighborhoods), mobile solutions, and group-based approaches. 

https://blog.fundly.com/crowdfunding-websites/
http://www.kickstarter.com/
http://startsomegood.com/
http://www.indiegogo.com/
http://www.rockethub.com/
http://www.pozible.com/
http://www.causes.com/
http://www.razoo.com/
http://www.crowdrise.com/
http://crowdfunder.com/
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Crowdfunding is the process of raising funds online through small donations from a large number of people on the internet. It uses the power of the masses to fund the smallest to the largest initiatives, making sure 

that lack of funds don't get in the way of good intentions..In other words, imagine you want to build a house for a stray cat and you need Rs.20,000 to do so. Instead of putting in the entire cost yourself, or asking one 

or two people to contribute, you ask a 100 people to put in Rs.200 each.  

Crowd funding Models: There are 3 main types of crowd funding including equity crowdfunding, donation-based crowdfunding and rewards-based crowdfunding:Equity Crowdfunding:The most recent and 

innovative model is equity crowdfunding, where startups seeking capital sell ownership stakes online in the form of equity or debt. In this model, investors become owners or shareholders in the startup. With the 

implementation of Title III by the SEC, a new market of non-accredited investors will get the chance to invest in startups in return for equity as well. 

Donation-Based Crowdfunding:The birth of crowdfunding came through this model, where funders donate via a collaborative goal based process. Donation-based funding is usually most common in social causes 

and charities. Funders do not obtain any ownership or rights to the project, however they donate to a cause that they are passionate about. 

Rewards-Based Crowdfunding: In rewards-based crowdfunding, backers contribute typically small amounts of money in return for products, perks or rewards. Rewards-based crowdfunding is typically leveraged to 

pre sale a product or service. This is powerful because it allows you to build your customer base while raising capital to bring your product or service to market. 

Kickstarter is a rewards-based crowdfunding site to fund creative projects and ideas. These projects can range from new innovative technologies, to movies, music, even clothing. It’s not for businesses, causes, 

charities, or personal financing needs. Kickstarter is one of the earlier platforms, and has experienced strong growth and many break-out large campaigns in the last few years. 

Indiegogo is also a rewards-based crowdfunding site that allows for a broad range of fundraising campaigns like music, hobbyists, personal finance needs, charities and whatever else you could think of (except 

investment). This is different from Kickstarter in that it is way more democratic whereas Kickstarter is much more curated in its approach. They have had international growth because of their flexibility, broad 

approach and their early start in the industry. 

Crowdfunder is the leading equity crowdfunding platform for raising investment (not rewards), and has a one of the largest and fastest growing network of investors. Crowdfunder provides investors free access to 

early-stage VC-backed startups. Crowdfunder recently launched the VC Index Fund that invests $100,000 into top VC-backed startups and then allows their investor base to invest in the startup at the same terms. 

GoFundMe is a donation-based fundraising platform that allows users to create a campaign to describe what they are raising money for. The top 5 areas of usage on GoFundMe are 1) Medical 2) Educational 3) 

Volunteerism 4) Personal Emergencies and 5) Sports & Teams. During the fundraising process, members can describe their fundraising cause, the amount they hope to raise, and upload photos or video. 

Kiva is a non-profit organization with a goal to connect people through lending to alleviate poverty. Kiva lets individuals lend as little as $25 to help create opportunity around the world. Because Kiva is a non-profit, 

100% of every dollar that is lended goes directly towards funding loans. Furthermore, Kiva does not charge interest to their Field Partners, who administer the loans. 

If you’re a tech startup with a shiny lead investor already signed on, or looking for for Silicon Valley momentum, then there  are angels and institutions finding investments through AngelList. For a long while 

AngelList didn’t say that they did crowdfunding, which makes sense as they have catered to the investment establishment of VCs in tech startups. The accredited investors and institutions on AngelList have been 

funding a growing number of tech startup deals. 

Fundly is a crowdfunding website that’s helped raise over $330 million. Designed specifically for individuals and nonprofits, Fundly’s simple crowdfunding model allows campaign creators to instantly build a custom 

donation page and accept donations directly from supporters.Fundly, launched in 2009, was one of the first crowdfunding websites and has helped pioneer the industry. From easily customized fundraising pages 

which help you tell your story with images and videos to multiple social media integrations which help you promote your cause, Fundly is designed to help you raise funds quickly.  And Fundly is not an all-or-nothing 

service so you don’t have to hit a specific goal in order to receive the donated funds. 

        

       

 

 
 

 

ADVERTORIALS AND CONSULTANCY HELP LINE 

You may have problems with Government Departments PWD, BDA, BMRDA, KIADB, TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENTS AND Development Authorities BBMP, Taluka office, D.C. Office, Corporation, 

K.S.R.T.C., Commercial Tax Offices, K.E.B., Pension problems, Acquisitions of Land Problems , Khata, Bifurcation, Tax Revision. Banks Problems etc, which may be have been pending for months, and years 

in Government files etc. 

Everybody is facing Problems, Problems? 

 

Kindly write to us, we analyze and convince our selves and if appropriate then we will take your problems, to concerned authorities, ministries, i.e., through our news paper property politics and try to help 

you. We also provide consultancy and Liaison service on case to case bases as per agreed terms and fees. Write your problems with Xerox copies, 

 

M.S.Yatnatti , Editor and Video Journalist Consultant  Mobile: 9945116476  E-Mail: msyatnatti@yahoo.com    propertypolitics@gmail.com 

https://www.crowdfunder.com/blog/crowdfunding-startups/the-guide-to-equity-crowdfunding/
http://kickstarter.com/
http://indiegogo.com/
http://crowdfunder.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://www.kiva.org/
http://angellist.com/

