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“BURNING CARS ARE DEATH TRAPS” MISSING FIRE PREVENTION & FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 

ITSELF IS DESIGN DEFECT “SOLVING PEOPLES PROBLEM IS THE “REAL POLITICS” 

                       
 

By : M.S.Yatnatti: Editor and Video Journalist Bengaluru : Reportedly many cars are burning and research need to  be done seriously . This year alone, reportedly more than 14 cases of fire have come to light so far 

in which many people have lost their lives. Nitin Gadkari Honble Minister for Roads transport  is requested to help all the owners of cars which burnt accidentally by design and Manufacturing defect. Throughout  

India.. Madan N Miskin was driving the car No KA 05 MF 3299 2008 Hyundai Varna Model which was in immaculate condition and serviced. He was travelling to Belgaum from Bangalore detected smoke and 

burning smell at Kalambella near Sira Tumkur . Madan N Miskin immediately asked all inmates to get out of the car  and he also got down and in minutes fire got engulfed and car was burned to ashes and fire 

brigade official arrived at spot and extinguished the fire and Madan N Miskin filed an FIR at nearest police station. .Police need to file charge sheet against Hyundai Motors as it is design and Manufacturing defect 

and whether it is new vehicle or old vehicle it does not make difference when it is design and Manufacturing defect. Car fires prima facie, a short circuit appears to be the cause even then this is design and 

Manufacturing defect as wiring can have safety fire safety covers which will prevent fire  Missing fire prevention system and Fire alarm system itself is design defect .In the wake of several Cars catching fire of all 

manufacturers Government of India must bring an Act to deal with such manufacturing defects and making them legally responsible, Car Manufacturers like Hyundai Motors need to replace those cars re-recalled 

and install with necessary safety features to prevent them from going up in flames. That would make for a stronger case against the manufacturers. Missing fire prevention system and Fire alarm system . The 

company needs to take up several corrective measures and offer cover tool on catalytic converter to prevent the car from catching fire. It needs to install PROPER fuses and cutout in electrical components to avoid 

short circuits. In cases where the design is acceptable, there may be problems attributed to the manufacturing process of the vehicles. The manufacturer may have created a flaw in the product during the 

manufacturing process, whether by accident or by negligence. 

Did maker's or Manufacturers fault cause cars to go up in flames? : The Indian Foundation of Transport Research & Training (ITFRT) reportedly went into the case and highlighted facts that pointed to a 

completely different trigger. The facts indicated that the fire was caused by manufacturing defect. IFTRT’s investigations, based on the inspection of the car at Mangolpuri police station and conversations with police 

officers and Monga’s relatives, revealed the following: The most robust aggregate of the vehicle — the engine block along with other materials — had melted and crumbled beyond recognition. The police FIR, filed 

by investigating officer Rajbir Singh, was registered under section 304A of IPC (death caused by negligence). However, the postmortem report didn’t indicate foul play. The gold kada (bangle) worn by the victim 

was intact and returned to the victim’s family. Family members gave in writing that they didn’t suspect any foul play. The car was purchased on March 12, 2012 from Toyota’s authorized dealer, Galaxy Toyota, 

west Delhi. The vehicle was last reported to the authorized service centre on November 8, 2013, after which it had run only 11,941km. The vehicle was all along maintained by the Toyota dealership. This was 

confirmed by Galaxy Toyota’s mechanical head, Ashwini Upadhyaya, indicating that the car had been maintained as per the schedule prescribed by the manufacturer/dealer. No one from Toyota came to inspect the 

charred vehicle within 24 hours of the accident to ascertain the possible cause of fire. This despite the dealer's mechanical team, led by Upadhyaya, saying the manufacturer would be informed of the case. The car 

was not fitted with any locally-procured CNG kit — the usual suspect in cases of sudden blaze. Reports that appeared to suggest faulty wiring or overloaded electrical system did not provide any evidence to support 

these claims.Prima facie, it appears that the car developed serious overheating and generating contraction. This passed on the load to the wire harness below the dashboard which resulted in the blaze. This can only 

happen due to serious technical and mechanical defects in the vehicle. On April 21, 2013, a Honda Civic (DL 3CBA 6682), had caught fire as it was being driven through the tunnel at IGI airport around 5.20pm. The 

sole occupant, the driver, died in the fire. The airport police registered a case of negligence under section 304A of IPC.The car was owned and driven by the manufacturers, Honda Kirloskar Pvt Ltd, hence the 

possibility of it being fitted with cheap electrical wiring seem remote. IFTRT has sought a special investigation into car fires. Unexplained auto fires leading to loss of lives would be taken seriously in most developed 

countries. It is time all stakeholders in India's auto industry showed the same degree of seriousness. 

Lemon Law 

The new Indian Government need to pass a new act to protect Indian buyers of cars. A "lemon car" generally means an auto with defects. Given there are about 15,000 components in the average auto, include 

human error on the assembly line and it's not surprising that a substantial number of "lemon cars" are produced. The lemon law was established to protect your consumer rights by providing legal recourse after the 

purchase or lease of a defective new motor vehicle which fails to meet the manufacturer's warranty after a reasonable number of repair attempts.If a manufacturer refuses or fails to offer a replacement or a refund 

for your lemon car, you have the legal right to file a civil action in a court of law. When you win a lemon law case, the manufacturer must:  

 Provide a replacement or a refund 

 Pay the consumer's costs and expenses, including attorney's fees 

 The manufacturer can also be liable for a "civil penalty" of up to twice the consumer's damages (usually the price of the defective goods) 

 

Manufacturers Will Be Asked To Rectify Faults: In view of several cases of deaths reported in car fires in the capital and other places have prompted the government to prepare a roadmap for time-bound 

investigation of these accidents and to ensure that automobile manufacturers rectify any faults that show up in these probes. Road transport minister Nitin Gadkari reportedly said that progress on this issue will be 

monitored periodically at the highest level. He said although most incidents of auto fire are attributed to short circuit, there was a need to take detailed “technical opinion“ in each case so that faults can be fixed -if 

necessary , through a controlled recall of models. Sources added that experts need to investigate whether short-circuits happen due to design faults in the car or because of the wirings being tampered with during 

installation of accessories such as high power music systems. A transport ministry official said a mechanism would be established enabling the police and other agencies to upload reports on the internet for every fire 

incident.“Since they have done the investigation, they can put details including the forensic evidences identifying the cause of an accident. These reports will be accessible to the agencies that have issued the type 

approval certification. They can quickly identify the reason and if it's due to the manufacturer's fault, they have to rectify it,“ said the official.As per the proposal, the monitoring will be on a monthly basis. Every 

three months, all such cases will be taken up by the Central Motor Vehicles Rules-Technical Standing Committee (CMVR-TSC), the apex body for type approval of vehicles and components. However, experts said 

the ministry’s plan leaves out one crucial area of concern. “How will the consumer be indemnified for loss of life or injury and loss of property?” asked an expert. The investigations must be done by institutions set 

up for the purpose by the state government, he added.  

 

Santro fire caused by a short circuit?: Preliminary investigations into recent reported  fire in a Santro car which led to the death of two siblings have indicated that short circuit in the wiring near the engine bay 

could have caused the blaze..Examination of the vehicle by a group of experts suggested that one of the loose wires of the electrical fitment may have caused a spark which led to the fire. Police, however, are yet to 

reach any conclusions.Forensic experts and crime teams inspected the car and took samples for lab examination. Yashvir, the driver of the car, reportedly said he detected smoke coming out of the air conditioning 

vents when he decided to pull over. “The cabin was filled with smoke and a pungent smell of plastic burning,“ Yashvir's brother Ramesh told to the press reporters .  

 

Lax investigations fail to nail guilty: The car blaze that claimed the lives of two mentally challenged siblings in southwest Delhi  has become the latest addition to the list of several car fire cases “under probe“ by 

officials. Will this case go the way of others into a state of perpetual investigation?The national capital and other state capitals witness an average of one death every month in incidents of auto fires. The case is 

investigated but seldom, if ever, is the cause of fire conclusively proven. The reason is not hard to find. Most cases are left hanging because the cops haven't received the technical reports that can shed light on the 

cause of the accident. For instance, a Honda Civic caught fire on April 21 last year in which the driver was killed. More than a year later, cops are yet to get the forensic and a mechanical report of the car.It’s a 

disturbing trend. In Delhi, around 35-40 cases of car fires are reported every year but the cause of these accidents remains elusive.  

 

This year alone, more than 14 cases of fire have come to light so far in which six people have lost their lives. The police have a standard answer in most of these cases -prima facie, a short circuit appears to be the 

cause but forensic reports awaited. Why are the authorities so callous about car fires? The reasons are numerous. Several reporters  spoke to cops, traffic and vehicle experts and found there are absolutely no 

provisions in the legal system that could make the authorities culpable for not completing their investigations in such cases. Police and fire brigade officials, which are the first agencies to be called when a car catches 

fire, are more than happy to relax once the fire is doused and there’s no reason to suspect foul play. In fact, the police probe invariably revolves solely around the foul play angle. Once that is ruled out, the case can 

rest in peace. When press reporters  contacted the investigators of fire in a Toyota Etios car, they said the reports had not arrived. When pressed for details, the IO said the information was “classified” and could not 

be shared. The station house officer (SHO) of Mangolpuri police station had a similar reply. The police cannot be solely blamed. The problem boils down to the absence of a dedicated and qualified investigating 

agency that can probe to technical aspects of the fire and pin the blame on those responsible for it, said S P Singh, a traffic and vehicle expert. In private conversations, police officers admit they don’t have the 

infrastructure, equipment or qualified manpower to handle car fire cases. “The forensic experts’ take their own time in submitting a report. When we demand speedier work, they say they are overloaded with 

cases,” said a senior police officer. “It is a hapless and help less situation for vehicle owners. The blame for such accidents ends up with the vehicle owner/driver for ‘bad maintenance’ and ‘faulty wiring’. It’s time 

to have an empowered set of experts to swiftly probe the fires and give their report naming the guilty party against whom the action can be taken,”   

Every constituency faces unique and distinct problem People  are faced with a “problem” as we begin to look it. And these are typically not just any problems that we in the consulting field call “opportunities” or try 

to give a positive spin through the appreciative inquiry lens. No, these are WICKED problems! These are problems so paradoxical that we see no way out. Wicked Problems. A wicked problem is a social or cultural 

problem that is difficult or impossible to solve for as many as four reasons: incomplete or contradictory knowledge, the number of people and opinions involved, the large economic burden, and the interconnected 

nature of these problems with other problems. Einstein said, “If I were informed the world was in danger of coming to an end in 60 seconds, I would spend the first 59 seconds formulating the question and the 60th 

second solving for it.”. Essentially, Einstein is saying—make sure you’re solving the right problem by focusing on the true concerns and constraints. Dig deep, often our first reaction is not really the right question to 

be asking. Ask “why” five times. If we are not answering the right problem, we are wasting energy for something that is not going to produce results. A good problem statement describes an unfavorable condition 

that prevents a goal or objective from being achieved. A good problem statement includes: the problem or defect, the magnitude of the event (how often it occurs), the location where it occurs, and how important the 
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problem is (use metrics!). Problems don’t occur in a vacuum; often they represent various issues culminating at one time. We call this, the perfect storm!In this step, your team will analyze all the concerns and issues 

feeding into the problem statement. Look at the problem from all angles. Gather data. Consider: resources (people, technology, dollars, time, etc.), perceptions (stakeholders, leadership, customers, employees, etc.), 

communication needs (internal and external), your culture, the overall environment (strengths, opportunities, and threats), and your organization’s current vision, mission, goals, and core values. Brainstorm 

solutions as this is the fun part. Now that you have all the needed data— solve it! You have the right problem statement written, have identified impacts, the issues are transparent, so go to it! Creativity counts here. 

Brainstorm as many ideas and steps needed to right your problem. Quantity of ideas count, not quality at first. Don’t do this  alone—you need more than just your brainpower. Next, narrow down the solution(s) to 

the ones that make the problem not so wicked and scary, and develop your plan of attack. Test your solution(s): Even our best ideas and solutions need the “gut check.”Once the solution is firm and your plan is in 

place, test it—experiment with it before you fully launch. Conduct a focus group with impacted stakeholders and ask them for feedback, undergo a peer review of the idea, talk to a neutral person or trusted 

colleague, or launch a small pilot to see if the problem shrinks or goes away. If you’re off track, this test phase will save your reputation, your budget, and resources! One caution: these  steps are not necessarily 

consecutive steps. For example, when you analyze the issues , you may find you forgot a stakeholder or that the problem statement needs to be refined. When you test your solution, you may need to go back and 

gather more data to analyze or brainstorm a different solution set. The bigger issue when using these  steps is to ensure each step is conducted and no steps are missed. 

 

        

       

 

 
 

 

ADVERTORIALS AND CONSULTANCY HELP LINE 

You may have problems with Government Departments PWD, BDA, BMRDA, KIADB, TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENTS AND Development Authorities BBMP, Taluka office, D.C. Office, Corporation, 

K.S.R.T.C., Commercial Tax Offices, K.E.B., Pension problems, Acquisitions of Land Problems , Khata, Bifurcation, Tax Revision. Banks Problems etc, which may be have been pending for months, and years 

in Government files etc. 

Everybody is facing Problems, Problems? 

 

Kindly write to us, we analyze and convince our selves and if appropriate then we will take your problems, to concerned authorities, ministries, i.e., through our news paper property politics and try to help 

you. We also provide consultancy and Liaison service on case to case bases as per agreed terms and fees. Write your problems with Xerox copies, 

 

M.S.Yatnatti , Editor and Video Journalist Consultant  Mobile: 9945116476  E-Mail: msyatnatti@yahoo.com    propertypolitics@gmail.com 


